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As Lauderdale 
2TOWS, sewers 
teeter on brink 


Downtown development rolls on 
despite decrepit network of pipes 


By BRITTANY WALLMAN 
Staff writer 


Fort Lauderdale’s down- 
town sewer system was al- 
ready straining two years 
ago, but the city kept ap- 
provals flowing for thou- 
sands of new condos, hotel 
rooms and stores. 

A South Florida Sun Sen- 
tinel review of development 
and sewer records shows a 
system groaning under the 
city’s momentous growth. A 
utilities expert said the 
downtown sewer pump was 
working at its maximum 
two years ago and could not 
support more development. 
But since then, the city has 
approved 26 downtown 
projects with 6,368 residen- 
tial units, plus 104 hotel 


. Sun Sentinel 
1 investigates 


Read the original 
investigation at 
SunSentinel.com/pipes 


rooms, 285,378 square feet 
of retail and 1 million square 
feet of office space, records 
show. 

No downtown high-rise 
has been rejected because of 
the city’s deteriorating in- 
frastructure. With a series of 
yes votes over the past five 
years, the city has ushered in 
the largest sustained period 
of development in the 
downtown’s history, records 
show. At just one meeting in 


See SEWER, 18A 


Former Metallica star 
pours heart into art 


By BEN CRANDELL 
Staff writer 


It was a chance intro- 
duction at a restaurant last 
February, Valentine’s Day, 
when former Metallica 
bassist Jason Newsted, an 
artist who had been paint- 
ing in relative anonymity 
for more than a decade, and 
Nick Korniloff, director of 
Art Miami and Art New 
York, began an association 
that has brought Newsted’s 
outsider art international 
attention and given Ko- 
rniloff a kindred spirit who 
has helped him deal with a 
profound personal loss. 

They were longtime 
neighbors near Jupiter 
Inlet, but had never met 
before this moment of 
serendipity. Perhaps it was 
something more. 

“These introductions ... 
Pm sorry if I get a little 
emotional. They come 
from my son,” Korniloff 
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Jason Newsted at his stu- 
dio in Jupiter. 


says, his voice breaking. “I 
feel them. I feel a power 
from above” 

On Friday, Newsted and 
Korniloff were at the Palm 
Beach Cultural Council in 
Lake Worth for the open- 


See NEWSTED, 16A 
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DESPERATION, 
DANGER AT CLINICS 


Florida becomes destination for patients seeking hope 
in largely unregulated stem cell procedures 


By DIANE C. LADE 
Staff writer 


None of these procedures is 
clinically proven to be safe and 
effective. 


igh-priced and largely un- 

regulated clinics are draw- 

ing desperate people to 

Florida with promises of 
medical miracles, a South Florida 
Sun Sentinel investigation has 
found. 

These businesses say stem cells 
harvested from patients’ belly fat, 
bone marrow or blood can be re- 
injected into their bodies to repair 
the damage inflicted by a stagger- 
ing range of diseases, from Alzhei- 
mer’s to multiple sclerosis to 
macular degeneration. 


None is federally approved. 

And patients are paying the 
price. 

The stem cell clinics that sell 
these procedures have taken ad- 
vantage of unclear guidelines in 
order to largely evade oversight by 
the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion. 

And they are proliferating in 
Florida, turning the state into a 
destination for desperate patients 
with enough cash — and hope — to 


See CLINICS, 19A 
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Tammy Rivero of Hilde- 
bran, N.C., took out a 
home equity loan on her 
12-year-old cottage to 
pay $7,500 for stem cell 
treatments at the Lung 
Institute in Tampa. 


Popular herbal supplement kratom 
might disappear after DEA review 


combinations of cold and hot teas 
blended with herbs including kratom 
—aplant native to Southeast Asia used 
for its stimulant and pain-relieving ef- 
fects. 

For $7, you can order a single “shot” 
of kratom tea served in pink lemonade, 
mango pineapple, or tiramisu — a 


By RYAN VAN VELZER | Staff writer 


The Drug Enforcement Agency is 
once again considering a ban on 
kratom, a popular herbal supplement 
served in South Florida kava bars and 
touted as an alternative to opiates. 

Visit Nakava Bar in Boca Raton and 
you won't find a sip of alcohol on the 


menu. Instead, you'll find colorful See KRATOM, 12A 


YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 


Trump son-in-law Kushner 
at center of Russia probe 


Outreach to foreign governments 
on president’s behalf is likely to 
get even more scrutiny. 2A 


Freeze-dried plasma helps 
save lives on battlefield 
Crucial addition to medics’ bags 


helps clot blood until wounded 
troops can get to a hospital. 10A 
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e Elegantly Appointed e Serenity Room 
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e Restaurant Style Dining 


e Country Kitchen 


e Three Beautifully 

Landscaped Courtyards 
e Full Service Bar 
State-of-the-Art Theatre 
e Library 


e 24-Hour Compassionate 
Care Staff 


e Nurse Call System 


e Fitness Gym 


Symphony at Boca Raton, an exclusive and innovative 
Assisted Living and Memory Care community. 
NOW TAKING ADVANCE RESERVATIONS!!! 


e Medication Management 
e In the Moment® Memory Care 
e Life Enrichment Activities 


e Weekly Personal Laundry 
and Housekeeping 


e 90 Assisted Living Apartments 
e 42 Memory Care Apartments 


OPEN HOUSE OPENING $S ony« Boca Raton 
AND TOY DRIVE. aca =. SOON! s ‘Assisted Living & Memory Care 
PLEASE BRING AN December 6th, s For more information, 


(561) 288-5985 
www.symphonyatboca.com 
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